
  Year 6: Medium Term Plan – Victorians  
Intended Outcome of Topic:  
For children to be able to have an understanding of the similarities and differences 
within Victorian Britain. Children will be able to explain how the Victorians led a 
revolution in social reform, transport, science and technology and  
 
Memorable experience:  Children will experience life as a Victorian through create 
role-play sessions where they will learn about the Victorian schoolroom. Through 
design and Technology, children will explore some Victoria recipes before using a 
traditional Victorian trifle recipe and redesigning it, making their trifle design and 
finally evaluating it. 

SMSC Links: 
To develop a sense of awe and wonder about the world around them. 

To explore issues such as facts relating to global warming and the moral use 

of resources.  

To explore and discover how people live and what resources they have.  

Investigate a range of geographical locations and how they have been shaped 

by the cultural background of the country.  

Explore choices and consequences that effect people throughout history.  

Explain what they think about the choice people have made during significant 
historical events 

 

Subject Week beginning:  
24/2/20 

Week beginning  
2/3/20 

Week beginning 
 9/3/20 
 

Week beginning  
16/3/20 

Week beginning  
23/3/20 

Week beginning  
30/3/20 
 

Engage/ 
Develop/ 
Innovate/ 
Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

Engage/ Develop/ 
Innovate/ Express 

English Research and Gathering 
background knowledge 
to topic.  
 
- I can plan my writing 

by recording my first 
thoughts and building 
on those ideas using 
what I have read or 
need to find out about 
as necessary. 

 
Formal Workhouse 
Inspection Report 
Writing 
 
- I can use grammar and 

vocabulary, which is 
suited to the purpose of 
my writing. 

- I can write using the 
passive and active 
voice.  

- I can understand how 
words are related by 
meaning as synonyms 
and antonyms. 

Series of Diaries 
- I can use the 

passive to affect the 
presentation of 
information in a 
sentence. 

- I can write pieces 
describing settings, 
characters and 
atmosphere and 
helps picture the 
character’s 
personality or mood 
as well as moving 
the action forward. 

- I can understand the 
difference between 
structures typical of 
informal speech and 
structures 
appropriate for 
formal speech and 
writing. 

 

Character/ setting 
description 
- I can plan a detailed 

character and/or 
setting to have an 
effect on the reader and 
use ideas from what I 
have read, heard and 
seen in other stories, 
plays or films. 

- I can write pieces 
describing settings, 
characters and 
atmosphere and 
include speech that 
helps picture the 
character’s personality 
or mood as well as 
moving the action 
forward. 

- I can use the semi-
colon, colon and dash 
to mark the boundary 
between independent 
clauses e.g. It’s 
raining; I’m fed up. 

- I can link ideas across 
paragraphs using a 

Newspaper 
- I can plan my writing 

by recording my first 
thoughts and building 
on those ideas using 
what I have read or 
need to find out about 
as necessary. 

- I can set out my work 
using headings, sub-
headings, columns, 
tables or bullet points 
to structure the text and 
to guide the reader 

- I can mark and edit 
work to have the correct 
tense throughout. 

- I can mark and edit 
work to have the correct 
subject and verb 
agreement. 

- I can give reasoned 
feedback on others’ and 
mine work to improve 
it. 

- I can read work looking 
for spelling errors and 

Play script/Drama 
- I can plan my writing by 

recording my first 
thoughts and building on 
those ideas using what I 
have read or need to find 
out about as necessary. 

- I can set out my work 
using headings, sub-
headings, columns, 
tables or bullet points to 
structure the text and to 
guide the reader 

- I can understand the 
following words: subject, 
object, active, passive, 
synonym, antonym, 
ellipsis, hyphen, colon, 
semi-colon and bullet 
points. 

- I can use a thesaurus 
with confidence. 

- I can use different 
techniques to make my 
writing flow and link 
paragraphs. 

 
 

Biography  
- I can plan my writing 

by recording my first 
thoughts and building 
on those ideas using 
what I have read or 
need to find out about 
as necessary. 

- I can link ideas across 
paragraphs using a 
wide range of cohesive 
devices such repetition 
of a word or phrase, 
grammatical 
connections and 
ellipsis. 

- I can understand the 
following words: 
subject, object, active, 
passive, synonym, 
antonym, ellipsis, 
hyphen, colon, semi-
colon and bullet 
points. 

- I can use a thesaurus 
with confidence. 

- I can use different 
techniques to make my 



- I can use the semi-
colon, colon and dash 
to mark the boundary 
between independent 
clauses e.g. It’s raining; 
I’m fed up. 

- can change the 
vocabulary to suit the 
purpose such as using 
formal and informal 
language appropriately 
in my writing. 

- I can write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing speed by 
choosing which shape 
of a letter to use when 
given choices and 
deciding whether or not 
to join specific letters. 

wide range of cohesive 
devices such repetition 
of a word or phrase, 
grammatical 
connections and 
ellipsis. 

- I can understand the 
following words: 
subject, object, active, 
passive, synonym, 
antonym, ellipsis, 
hyphen, colon, semi-
colon and bullet 
points. 

- I can use a thesaurus 
with confidence. 

- I can use different 
techniques to make my 
writing flow and link 
paragraphs. 

 

correct them using a 
dictionary. 

- I can write legibly, 
fluently and with 
increasing speed by 
choosing which shape 
of a letter to use when 
given choices and 
deciding whether or not 
to join specific letters. 

 

Assessment Week  writing flow and link 
paragraphs. 

 

Reading Oliver Twist/ Classic text 
(Original extracts and 
abridged version) 
Booster group: Fridays: 
Sats paper 
SA extracts: Victorians link 
To engage children with a 
story with which they will 
empathise 
  To explore themes and 
issues, and develop and 
sustain ideas through 
discussion  
 To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling 
and artwork  
 To write in role in order to 
explore and develop 
empathy for characters  
 To write with confidence 
for real purposes and 
audiences 
 
 

Oliver Twist/ Classic text 
(Original extracts and 
abridged version) 
Booster group: Fridays: 
Sats paper 
SA extracts: Victorians link 
To engage children with a 
story with which they will 
empathise 
  To explore themes and 
issues, and develop and 
sustain ideas through 
discussion  
 To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling 
and artwork  
 To write in role in order to 
explore and develop 
empathy for characters  
 To write with confidence 
for real purposes and 
audiences 
 

Oliver Twist/ Classic text 
(Original extracts and 
abridged version) 
Booster group: Fridays: 
Sats paper 
SA extracts: Victorians link 
To engage children with a 
story with which they will 
empathise 
  To explore themes and 
issues, and develop and 
sustain ideas through 
discussion  
 To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling 
and artwork  
 To write in role in order to 
explore and develop 
empathy for characters  
 To write with confidence 
for real purposes and 
audiences 
 

Oliver Twist/ Classic text 
(Original extracts and 
abridged version) 
Booster group: Fridays: 
Sats paper 
SA extracts: Victorians link 
To engage children with a 
story with which they will 
empathise 
  To explore themes and 
issues, and develop and 
sustain ideas through 
discussion  
 To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling 
and artwork  
 To write in role in order to 
explore and develop 
empathy for characters  
 To write with confidence 
for real purposes and 
audiences 
 

Oliver Twist/ Classic text 
(Original extracts and 
abridged version) 
Booster group: Fridays: 
Sats paper 
SA extracts: Victorians link 
To engage children with a 
story with which they will 
empathise 
  To explore themes and 
issues, and develop and 
sustain ideas through 
discussion  
 To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling 
and artwork  
 To write in role in order to 
explore and develop 
empathy for characters  
 To write with confidence 
for real purposes and 
audiences 
 
 

Oliver Twist/ Classic text 
(Original extracts and 
abridged version) 
Booster group: Fridays: 
Sats paper 
SA extracts: Victorians link 
To engage children with a 
story with which they will 
empathise 
  To explore themes and 
issues, and develop and 
sustain ideas through 
discussion  
 To develop creative 
responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling 
and artwork  
 To write in role in order to 
explore and develop 
empathy for characters  
 To write with confidence 
for real purposes and 
audiences 
 

Maths To read, write &, convert 
metric measures – length, 
mass, volume and time 
 
To solve problems 
involving the calculation 
and conversion of units of 
measure, using decimal 
notation 

 

To recognise that shapes 
with the same areas can 
have different perimeters 
and vice versa.  
To use formulae for area 
and volume of shapes. 
 

To calculate the area of 
parallelograms and 
triangles.  
To calculate, estimate 
and compare volume of 
cubes and cuboids using 
standard units, including 
cm3, m3 and extending 
to other units (mm3, 
km3)  
 

Assessment Week 
  

To use objects and 
diagrams to compare 
ratios and fractions. 
 To use the language of 
ratio and proportion 
when solving problems 
To draw 2-D shapes on a 
grid to a given scale facto 

 

To use multiplication and 
division facts to calculate 
missing information and 
scale factors. 
To use the language of 
ratio and proportion 
when solving problems 



To convert between miles 
and km 
To convert between 
imperial and metric 
measures 
 

 
 

Science We are learning to: 
understand that animals 
have offspring of the same 
kind but that they may 
have different appearances 
 
Success Criteria: 
*I can explain how DNA 
helps determine what an 
offspring looks like.  
** I can explain 
characteristics which can be 
inherited by offspring 
***I can explain how DNA 
helps determine what an 
offspring looks like.   

 

We are learning to: 
explain about Charles 
Darwin and his theory of 
evolution called Natural 
Selection 
 
understand how animals and 
plants have adapted to suit 
the environment 

 
Success Criteria: 
* To know about Darwin's 
theory for natural selection. 
 
** To explain how animals 
have adapted to changes to 
their environment. 
 
*** To explore the theory of 
natural selection in today's 
task 

We are learning to: 
recognise that fossils help 
us understand how living 
things change over time 
 
Success Criteria: 
* I can explain what fossils 
are. 
** I can describe how fossils 
were formed millions of 
years ago. 
*** I can explain what we 
can learn from a fossil. 

We are learning to: explore 
the work of palaeontologist 
Mary Anning 
 
 
Success Criteria: 
*I know who Mary Anning 
was and what she 
achieved. 
**I can describe what Mary 
Anning did with accuracy 
and explain its importance. 
***I can create a model of a 
fossil and explain how the 
process is similar to real 
fossilisation. 

We are learning to: explain 
how and why plants are 
modified 

 
Success Criteria: 
*I can explain how and 
why plants are modified.  
 
** I can discuss my views 
on modifying plants for 
crops.  
 
***I can debate and 
understanding both sides of 
the debate on GM crops. 

We are learning to: To 
describe what adaptations 
are useful for surviving in 
an arid environment 
 
Success Criteria: 
*I can name some animals 
that are good at surviving 
in the desert. 
Name adaptations that help 
animals survive. 
** I can remember some 
adaptations from examples 
covered in this lesson. 
Explain how adaptations 
help the animals that we 
have looked at in this 
lesson survive. 
***I can suggest some other 
examples of adaptations 
from other living things. 
 
Explain how adaptations of 
other animals help them 
survive in their habitat. 

Computing Taught in Spring 1 

History We are learning to: 
understand the chronology 
of different historical 
periods 
 

 

We are learning to:  
analyse historical sources to 
understand what life was 
like in the workhouse 

 

We are learning to: explore 
some of the jobs that 
Victorian children will have 
carried out. 

 

We are learning to: explore 
the school system during 
the Victorian era. 

We are learning to: 
understand and explore the 
use of the Victorian census.  
 

 

We are learning to: use 
sources to explore and 
compare and contrast the 
life’s of Mary Seacole and 
Florence Nightingale.   
 

 

Art & Design     William Morris – Tile 
printing/wallpaper 
designs 
To create sketch books to 
record their observations 
and use them to review and 
revisit ideas  
 To investigate great artists, 
architects and designers in 
history – William Morris 

William Morris – Tile 
printing/wallpaper 
designs  
  To improve their mastery 
of art and design 
techniques – printing. 

Design 
Technology 

 
Food Technology 

Victorian desserts – Trifle 

Investigating and designing  

To use research and develop 

design criteria to inform the 

design of innovative, 

Victorian desserts – Trifle 

Planning process 

To investigate and analyse 

a range of existing products 

Victorian desserts – Trifle 

Making  

To select from and use a 

wider range of tools and 

Victorian desserts – Trifle 

Evaluating 

To evaluate their ideas and 

products against their own 

design criteria and consider 

  



functional, appealing 

products that are fit for 

purpose, aimed at particular 

individuals or groups 

To understand and apply 

the principles of a healthy 

and varied diet   

 understand seasonality, 

and know where and how a 

variety of ingredients are 

grown, reared, caught and 

processed. 

 

To select from and use a 

wider range of ingredients, 

according to their functional 

properties and aesthetic 

qualities. 

equipment to perform 

practical tasks 

To select from and use a 

wider range of ingredients, 

according to their functional 

properties and aesthetic 

qualities. 

 

the views of others to 

improve their work 

 

Religious 
Education 

 
 

Christianity – 
The Easter Story 

Christianity  
 
The Easter Story 
The entry into Jerusalem, 
commemorated on Palm 
Sunday 
 

 To understand why the 
crowds were mistaken 
in welcoming Jesus so 
enthusiastically to 
Jerusalem  

 To understand the 
significance of Palm 
Sunday for Christians 
and what takes place 
on Palm Sunday today  

 To reflect on how we 
greet special people 
today  

Christianity  

 
The Easter Story 
 
The Last Supper, 
commemorated on Maundy 
Thursday and at Holy 
Communion 

 To understand the 
meaning and 
significance of what 
took place before and 
during the Last Supper  

 To understand the 
origin, meaning and 
significance of Holy 
Communion for 
Christians  

 To learn about 
historical customs 
associated with 
Maundy Thursday  

 To reflect we often 
celebrate special 
occasions with a meal 

Christianity  

 
The Easter Story  
The crucifixion, 
commemorated on Good 
Friday and by the fact that 
the cross is the central 
symbol of Christianity 

 To learn about the 
events of Good Friday 
and the significance of 
Jesus’ suffering and 
death to Christians  

 To learn about how 
different 
denominations 
commemorate the 
suffering and death of 
Jesus on Good Friday  

 To understand why the 
cross is the central 
symbol of Christianity  

 To explore the concepts 
of betrayal and loyalty 

Christianity  

 
The Easter Story  
The resurrection, 
celebrated on Easter Day 

 To understand 
Christian belief in the 
resurrection and its 
significance  

 To understand 
symbolism associated 
with the resurrection 
and Easter. 
 

To reflect on how important 
events can change lives  

 Christianity 
 
Chelmsford Cathedral 
Visit 

Indoor PE 
Dance 

Street Dance 

Perform movements 

accurately with a sense of 

rhythm  

Move in a way that reflects 

the music 

Street Dance 

Perform movements 

accurately with a sense of 

rhythm  

Move in a way that reflects 

the music 

 

Street Dance  

Combine and perform 
movements fluently and 
effectively  
 Perform dances with clarity 
and confidence  
Perform dances in canon 

Street Dance 
 
Explore, improvise and 
combine movement ideas 
fluently and effectively  
 Introduce and perform 
dances in unison 

Street Dance 
Create dance motifs to 
show ideas, developing 
expressive qualities  
Share ideas in small 
groups, working together to 
create a routine 
incorporating different 
elements 
Perform movements to an 
audience with rhythm and 
confidence  
Use the imagination to 
perform actions to music 

No lesson due to 
Cathedral Visit 

 



Outdoor PE 
Tennis - 
R.Burdge 

 

Tennis 
Play shots on the forehand 
and backhand side of body  
 Hit the ball with purpose, 
varying speed, height and 
direction  
Create short warm up 
routines that follow basic 
principle e.g. raise body 
temperature, mobilise joints 
and muscles 

Tennis 
Adopt a good ready 
position  
 Show good position on 
court 
 
 

Tennis 
Direct the ball towards the 
opponent's court or target 
area 
 Identify spaces and 
understand the tactic of 
hitting into gaps 
 

Tennis 
Perform skills with 
accuracy, confidence and 
control  
 Hit the ball with purpose, 
varying speed, height and 
direction 
 

Tennis 
Apply basic principles 
suitable for attacking  
 Identify spaces and 
understand the tactic of 
hitting into gaps  
Learn how to evaluate and 
recognise their own success 

Tennis 
Play shots on the forehand 
and backhand side of body  
 Hit the ball with purpose, 
varying speed, height and 
direction  
 Identify parts of the game 
where they are performing 
well 

CPHSE 
Jigsaw 
Healthy  

Me 
. 

To take responsibility for 
our health and make 
choices that benefit our 
health and well-being 
To be motivated to care for 
our physical and emotional 
health 

To know about different 
types of drugs and their 
uses and their effects on the 
body particularly the liver 
and heart 
 
To be motivated to find 
ways to be happy and cope 
with life’s situations 
without using drugs 
 

 

To understand that some 
people can be exploited and 
made to do things that are 
against the law 
 
To suggest ways that 
someone who is being 
exploited can help 
themselves 

To know why some people 
join gangs and the risks 
this involves 
 
To suggest strategies 
someone could use to avoid 
being pressurised 

To understand what it 
means to be emotionally 
well and can explore 
people’s attitudes towards 
mental health/illness 
 
To know how to help 
ourselves feel emotionally 
healthy and can recognise 
when we need help with 
this 

To recognise stress and the 
triggers that cause this and 
to understand how stress 
can cause drug and alcohol 
misuse. 
To recognise stress and the 
triggers that cause this and 
to understand how stress 
can cause drug and alcohol 
misuse. 

Music  

Taught by Mr Sills 
 

Other Details 
e.g. visits 

 Emergency day 
Book Day 

Diversity Week 
Sports Relief 

 Y5/6 Piano/keyboard 
Concert 

Cathedral Visit 
Class photos 

 


